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Wednesday, April 25, 2018 
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Illinois State University 

Bone Student Center 
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Illinois Teachers of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing is pleased to present the 
2018 Illinois Fingerspelling Bee.   
 

This packet contains the forms and information needed to participate in the 
2018 Illinois Fingerspelling Bee.  Included you will find: 
 

 Registration Forms and Information 
 Rules and Procedures 
 Parent/Guardian Consent Form 
 Eligibility Requirements 
 Information on Hosting a Local Spelling Bee 
 Advisor Agreement Form 
 Word Lists with Definitions and Example Sentences 

 

Students participating in the event must have the following forms 
completed and submitted by March 16, 2018.  Forms may be mailed or 
emailed.  Addresses can be found in the forms section. 

 Registration Form 
 Advisor Agreement Form 
 Parent/Guardian Consent Form 

 

The Bone Student Center is located at: 
100 N. University St. 
Normal, IL 
 
Parking is available in the Bone Student Center lot for $1.00 per hour. 
 
Please note- The Bone Student Center anticipates that there will be 
construction around the exterior of the building this spring.  There should 
be no disturbance to the event inside the building.  You can see updates 
about the construction at bsc.ilstu.edu. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Registration Information 
 

Competitors must be registered through their school or program by an 
advisor. The advisor can be a teacher of the deaf and hard of hearing, a 
general education teacher, a special education teacher, an educational 
interpreter, or a principal. Parents interested in having their child participate 
should contact their proper educational representative. Each 
school/program may register up to five competitors in each group, with a 
maximum of ten competitors (five from Group A-5th and 6th graders, five 
from Group B-7th and 8th graders). Schools/programs entering the 
maximum number of students in one or both groups may also select an 
alternate to compete if one of the five competitors is unable to attend the 
state bee. The following procedures must be followed for participation in 
the Illinois Fingerspelling Bee.  
 

1. All forms must be completely filled out and submitted by the deadline of 
March 16th, 2018 

1. Registration Form with all competitors names listed 
2. Parent Consent Form for each competitor signed 
3. Advisor Agreement Form completed 

 
2. The deadline for submission is March 16, 2018. 

 Emailed submissions 
o Emailed by 12:00 midnight on March 16, 2018 
o Sent to deborahberanek@gmail.com 

 Mailed submissions 
o Postmarked on or before March 16, 2018 
o Mailed to: 

Deborah Beranek 
1608 E. Fairlawn Drive 
Urbana, IL 61802  

 

3. Competitors must participate in a local fingerspelling bee prior to the 
Illinois Fingerspelling Bee in order to gain experience and practice. This 
does not need to be a formal contest but should be conducted utilizing the 
procedures of the Illinois Fingerspelling Bee. Please read the “Hosting a 
Local Fingerspelling Bee” section of this packet for information on holding 
this preliminary contest. 
 

 

mailto:deborahberanek@gmail.com


Eligibility Requirements 
 

Competitors must have a documented hearing loss and be enrolled in a 
school in Illinois. We invite competitors from any type of educational 
setting, including, but not limited to, residential, mainstreamed, public, or 
private school. For example, competitors can be mainstreamed or in self-
contained classrooms, with a full-time teacher, with an interpreter, or an 
itinerant teacher. Competitors with a hearing loss are able to participate in 
the event regardless of their communication method; however, all words at 
the Illinois Fingerspelling Bee will be presented only in sign language using 
the designated signs and without voice. The appropriate signs can be 
found on YouTube and in the Google Drive folder. Links to these resources 
can be found in the “Resources” section of this packet.  Definitions and 
sentences will be available in a written format during the competition. 
Eligibility and categorization are based upon grade level. Competitors must 
not be beyond eighth grade or below fifth grade, regardless of age. 
 

Group A: 5th and 6th graders 

Group B: 7th and 8th graders 
 

  



Rules and Procedures 
 

These procedures must be utilized at all local fingerspelling bees and at the 
Illinois Fingerspelling Bee. 
 

A. Definition of Roles 
 

1. Competitors are students competing in the event 
2. Advisors are those who will work with the competitors on the word 

lists, study the appropriate signs from the word list, and accompany 
the competitor to the event. The advisor can be a teacher of the deaf 
and hard of hearing, a general education teacher, a special education 
teacher, an educational interpreter, or a principal. 

3. Judges are those who decide if a competitor has spelled the 
presented word correctly. They will tell the competitors to be seated 
or to leave the stage depending on the accuracy of the spelled words.  

4. A Time Keeper will allow each competitor 30 seconds to spell a given 
word once understanding of the word has been demonstrated by the 
competitor.  

5. Interpreters provided at the event will NOT be presenting the words 
for competition or voicing for students as they compete.  

6. The Master of Ceremonies introduces and officially starts the event. 
This person will inform the competitors and audience what to expect 
during the bee. 

 

B. Preparation 
 

1. Competitors may access a copy of a word list in advance to study. 
Competitors should work with advisors to learn the words and study 
appropriate signs, definitions, and sentences.  

2. A video will be provided, via YouTube and Google Drive, which will 
provide all the competitors with the same signs.  

 

C. Protocol  
 

1. All competitors will be seated together by group in the competition 
area. Taking turns, each competitor shall step forward and stand 
before the judges. 

2. There will be two separate competitions- Group A for 5th and 6th 
graders and Group B for 7th and 8th graders. Group A will compete 



first, while Group B participants sit in the audience. After the winner of 
Group A has been determined, Group B shall compete while Group A 
participants sit in the audience.  

3. There will be three judges and a timekeeper.  
4. Floor monitors will watch the audience to assure that no assistance is 

offered to competitors. Any audience member discovered 
communicating with a competitor will be asked to leave and the 
competitor will be disqualified.  

5. Event interpreters will provide communication assistance as needed 
for the judges, presenters, advisors, competitors, audience, and 
media. However, event interpreters will NOT provide interpretation of 
the spelling words to competitors during the competition.  

6. Event interpreters will be positioned to be out of the line of vision of 
the competitors during the competition, so as to not cause a 
distraction.  

7. Event interpreters will neither fingerspell nor voice the words during 
the competition, nor will they voice the competitors’ spelling of the 
words.  

8. All competitors must remain in the auditorium for the entire event, and 
may not leave until after the award ceremony has been completed. 

 

Competition 

1. Words will be selected randomly from the published word lists. All 
words used during the competition will come from the designated 
word lists enclosed with the event packet and posted on the website 
of the Illinois Teachers of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
(www.itdhh.org) and at the link provided in the “Resources” section of 
this packet. In the event that all words are used, words from the 
Tiebreaker List will be given. If the word list and the Tiebreaker list is 
exhausted, the remaining competitors will be deemed co-champions. 

2. There will be one practice round; competitors will not be eliminated 
for misspellings during this round. The practice round is intended to 
reduce anxiety, give competitors a chance to “warm up”, and allow 
judges an opportunity to become acquainted with and adjust to 
fingerspelling styles. After the practice round, eliminations for 
misspelled words will begin.  

3. The word will presented on video to the competitor.  This exact video 
is available in the Google Drive folder and on YouTube.  All words will 
be signed and the words mouthed with no voice.  The competitor may 
request that the video presentation of the word be played again. 

http://www.itdhh.org/


He/she may also ask for the definition or sentence, which will then be 
projected in a written format to eliminate all confusion.  

4. Once the competitor understands the word, he/she must sign word 
before fingerspelling it. 

5. After signing the word, the competitor has 30 seconds to fingerspell 
the word. The judges may disqualify any contestant ignoring the 
request to start spelling.  

6. The competitor must fingerspell the word to the judges. If the 
fingerspelling is unclear, the word will be considered incorrect. 

7. The competitor may fingerspell the word behind his/her back to “test” 
the spelling before spelling it in view of the judges. The competitor 
may not turn away from the judges, cover up fingerspelling with the 
other hand, or use other modes to test the spelling before presenting 
the word to the judges.  

8. Once the competitor has begun to spell the word, he/she may stop 
and start over if necessary; but in retracing the word, there cannot be 
a change in the letters or the sequence of letters from the first 
attempt. If there is such a change, the competitor will be eliminated. 

Example 1: beautiful B-E-A...<repeated> B-E-A-U-T-I-F-U-L (Accepted) 
Example 2: beautiful B-E-Urepeated> B-E-A-U-T-I-F-U-L (Eliminated) 
9. The judges shall have the final decision in regard to the spelling of a 
word or the elimination of a competitor. 

 

E. Elimination  
 

1. Elimination shall occur on a “miss and out” basis-if a word is 
misspelled; the competitor is immediately dropped from the contest.  

2. After fingerspelling the word, the competitor shall remain standing 
until informed by the judges as to the accuracy of the spelling. If 
correct, the competitor is seated until his/her next turn. If incorrect, 
the competitor leaves the competition area and sits in the audience.  

3. Upon misspelling a word, the competitor is eliminated. Words from 
the appropriate list are given at random until there are only two 
competitors remaining.  

4. When only two competitors remain, the elimination procedure 
changes. At this point, when one competitor misspells a word, the 
second competitor must spell that same word correctly. If the second 
competitor spells that word correctly, the competitor is then given a 
second word to spell. If the competitor spells the second word 



correctly, the competitor is declared the champion. In order to win, 
the competitor must spell two consecutive words correctly.  

5. If the first competitor misspells a word, and the second competitor 
spells it correctly but then misspells the second word, the misspelled 
word shall be given to the first competitor. If the first competitor spells 
this word correctly, and spells a second word correctly, that 
competitor is declared the champion. 

6. If both competitors misspell the same word, both shall continue in the 
contest; the first competitor is given a new word to spell. The contest 
shall continue until a competitor misspells a word and the other 
competitor spells two consecutive words correctly.  

7. Only the advisors may question the spelling of a word. The advisor 
must express such concern or protest to the judges before the next 
word is presented. Once a competitor has begun spelling the next 
word, no protest will be accepted or considered by the judges.  

8. After 7 consecutive rounds without elimination, the group word list will 
be exchanged for the tie breaker word list and competition will 
continue using that list until winners are determined.  

9. In order to fairly determine a 3rd place winner, the following policy will 
be used if necessary: All spellers eliminated in the same round are 
tied for the same place. In the event that more than one speller is 
eliminated at the end of a round that leaves only two spellers, there 
will be a tie breaker round for a third place before continuing on with 
the remaining two championship round spellers. During a tie breaker 
round, each speller will be given the words from the list at random 
until a third place winner is determined. 

 

F. Disqualifications 
 

1. If a member of the audience is discovered fingerspelling to or 
otherwise assisting a competitor, the competitor shall immediately be 
disqualified and all individuals involved will be asked to leave the 
room for the duration of the competition. 

 

G. Awards 
 

1. First, second, and third place winners in each group will receive an 
award. All competitors will receive certificates.  

2. Pictures will be taken of all participants. Pictures and names of 
students may appear in various forms of public media, including but 



not limited to the Illinois Teachers of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
website, social media pages and in Directions, the ITDHH journal. 

 

Hosting a Local Fingerspelling Bee 

 

Schools/programs are required to hold a local fingerspelling bee utilizing 
the procedures as outline. The purpose is to determine representatives for 
the Illinois Fingerspelling Bee, and to give students the experience to 
prepare for the statewide event. The local bee does not need to be a formal 
contest, but must be conducted utilizing the procedures of the statewide 
bee for the benefit of the student (s).  
 

1. The judge for the local bee should preferably be a person who knows 
sign language-a teacher of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, supervisor 
of Deaf Education, a Deaf Service Coordinator, and a Rehabilitation 
Counselor for the Deaf, an interpreter, or a Deaf person from the 
community. There should be at least one judge, but two to three 
judges is preferred. 

2.  Have students compete in front of an audience. Invite parents and/or 
other teachers, students, community members, etc. This will give 
students the experience of spelling in front of an audience.  

3. Competition at the local level should take place using the same grade 
groups as the state bee. 

4. You may use the videos provided or use a live person to present the 
words.  If you use a person to present the words, make sure they are 
using the signs provided in the videos. 

5. Depending on the number of students involved, determine the first, 
second, and third place finalists. If five or fewer students compete, all 
will be eligible for the statewide bee. 

6. If a school/program enters the maximum of five competitors in one or 
both groups, and a sixth student may be designated as an alternate 
competitor for the state bee.  This individual may compete in the 
statewide bee only if one of the original five finalists is unable to 
attend. If a school/program chooses to have an alternate, all 
necessary registration and consent forms must be submitted for that 
student prior to the deadline, specifying him/her to be an alternate.  

7. The local fingerspelling bee must be completed prior to the 
registration deadline on Friday, March 16, 2018, so necessary forms 
can be submitted. 



2018 Illinois Fingerspelling Bee 

Advisor Agreement Form 
I have read, understand, and agree to comply with the rules and procedures for 

the 2018 Fingerspelling Bee, which will be held on Wednesday, April 25th, 2018 at 

the Bone Student Center at Illinois State University in Normal, IL.  I understand 

that the Illinois Teachers of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing is not responsible for 

any costs incurred neither for participation nor for transportation to/from the event. 

 

I have explained the rules, procedures, and requirements to the competitor(s) and the parent(s) or 

guardian(s) and believe they understand and will comply with the requirements of participation. 

 

As an advisor, I will work with the competitor(s) on the word list and accompany them to the event.  I 

understand my role as an advisor as described in the Illinois Fingerspelling Bee Information Packet.   

 

Advisor name: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ___________________ Email: ________________________________________ 

 

Competitor Name(s): List all of the competitors (include alternates and label them as such) on the 

lines below 

  

 Group A (5-6th grade): _____________________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Group B (7-8th grade): _____________________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

School/Program: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

School Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Advisor Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

All forms must be received by Friday, March 16th, 2018. 

Deborah Beranek, ITDHH Past-President 

1608 E. Fairlawn Drive 

Urbana, IL 61802 

deborahberanek@gmail.com 



2018 Illinois Fingerspelling Bee 

Registration Form 
 

Name of School/Program: ____________________________________________ 

School/Program Address: ____________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person/Title: ________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone Number: _________________________Contact Email: ________________________ 

Group A (5th and 6th Graders) 

Advisor: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Competitor: ______________________________ Competitor: ______________________________ 

Competitor: ______________________________ Competitor: ______________________________ 

Competitor: ______________________________ Alternate: ________________________________ 

Group B (7th and 8th Graders) 

Advisor: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Competitor: ______________________________ Competitor: ______________________________ 

Competitor: ______________________________ Competitor: ______________________________ 

Competitor: ______________________________ Alternate: ________________________________ 

 

*See Hosting a Local Fingerspelling Bee for details on designating an alternate. 

 

This form must be submitted with a signed parent consent form for each student and an advisor 

agreement form for each advisor by Friday, March 16, 2018. 

 

Deborah Beranek, ITDHH Past-President 

1608 E. Fairlawn Drive 

Urbana, IL 61802 

deborahberanek@gmail.com 



2018 Illinois Fingerspelling Bee 

Parent/Guardian Consent Form 
I have read, understand, and agree to comply with the rules and procedures for 

the 2018 Fingerspelling Bee, which will be held on Wednesday, April 25th, 2018 at 

the Bone Student Center at Illinois State University in Normal, IL.  I understand 

that the Illinois Teachers of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing is not responsible for 

any costs incurred neither for participation nor for transportation to/from the event. 

 

I understand that there will be media involved on the day of the event and that my child may be 

photographed, videotaped, filmed identified by name and/or interviewed by various media outlets 

during the event.  I give consent for the Illinois Teachers of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing to use such 

photographs, video footage, or interviews for future media purposes.  Pictures will be taken of all 

participants.  Pictures and names of students may appear in various forms of public media, including 

but not limited to: ITDHH social media pages, the ITDHH website, the ITDHH journal, etc.   

 

By signing and submitting this form, I understand and accept all conditions stated above for the 2018 

Illinois Fingerspelling Bee. 

 

Student Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Student Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

                  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Student School/Program: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Name (print): _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ___________________ Parent Email: ______________________________________ 

 

Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

All forms must be received by Friday, March 16th, 2018. 

Deborah Beranek, ITDHH Past-President 

1608 E. Fairlawn Drive 

Urbana, IL 61802 

deborahberanek@gmail.com 



Illinois Fingerspelling Bee 2018 
List A (5-6 grade) 

 

against (preposition) in opposition to Our basketball team is 
going to play _______ 

the rival school on 
Friday night. 

almost (adverb) not quite; very nearly The team was glad that 
the bus was _______ 

back to the school. 

alphabet (noun) a set of letters or symbols in a 
fixed order, used to represent 

the basic sounds of a 
language; in particular, the set 

of letters from A to Z 

My little sister is 
learning how to say the 

_________. 

anteater (noun) a mammal that had a long 
narrow snout, long sticky 

tongue and usually no teeth 
and that feeds entirely on 

insects 

There was a show 
about the life of an 

________ on Animal 
Planet last night. 

arrest (verb) seize (someone) by legal 
authority and take into 

custody 

According to the news, 
the police plan to 

______ the man when 
they find him. 

babies (plural noun) very young children or 
offspring of animals, 

especially newly or recently 
born 

A mother bird and her 
______ sat in the nest. 

balance (noun) stability as a result of equally 
distributing weight 

Don lost his _______ 
and fell. 

barefoot (adjective or 
adverb) 

not wearing any shoes or 
socks 

Caleb got a bee sting 
from going ________ 
while playing in the 

yard. 

belief (noun) when trust or confidence is 
placed in a person or thing 

Our principal has a 
strong ______ that our 

students will be 
successful on the test. 

between (preposition) at, into, or across the space 
separating (two objects or 

regions) 

The player kicked the 
football _______ the 

two goal posts. 

bonfire (noun) a large fire built in the open 
air 

After the pep rally, the 
firefighters came to put 
out the huge _______. 

bridge (noun) a structure carrying a road, 
path, railroad, or canal across 
a river, ravine, road, railroad, 

or other obstacle 

The Smith family drove 
over a large ______ 
during their road trip. 



Illinois Fingerspelling Bee 2018 
List A (5-6 grade) 

 

bronze (noun) a substance made of copper 
and tin mixed together and 

that is used to make industrial 
items, art, and bells 

The bell was made out 
of ______. 

camera (noun) a device for recording visual 
images in the form of 

photographs, film, or video 
signals 

Amelia smiled for the 
______ on picture day. 

caption (noun) a piece of text appearing on a 
movie or television screen as 
part of a movie or broadcast; 
or text printed along with a 

photo to explain what is seen 
in the picture 

The _______ under the 
picture explained how 
the crash happened. 

cents (noun) a monetary unit of the US, 
Canada, and various other 

countries, equal to one 
hundredth of a dollar, euro, or 

other decimal currency unit 

A pack of gum costs 75 
_____. 

circus (noun) a traveling company of 
acrobats, trained animals, and 

clowns that gives 
performances, typically in a 

large tent, in a series of 
different places 

The clowns were my 
favorite part of the 

______. 

climbed (past tense 
verb) 

used your hands to raise 
yourself upwards 

The student _______ 
the rope all the way to 
the top in gym class. 

clutter (noun) a collection of things lying 
about in an untidy mass 

The playroom is full of 
______. 

complaints (plural noun) expressions of unfairness The manager heard 
many __________ from 

customers about the 
new cashier. 

contents (plural noun) the things that are held or 
included in something 

The ________ of the 
box spilled all over the 

floor. 

contract (noun) an agreement between two or 
more people to do or not to do 

something 

We signed a ________ 
in our classroom that 

we would not bully 
anyone. 

costume (noun) an outfit worn to create the 
appearance characteristic of a 

particular period, person, 
place, or thing 

The boy's Halloween 
_______ is scary. 



Illinois Fingerspelling Bee 2018 
List A (5-6 grade) 

 

cottage (noun) a small simple house, 
typically one near a lake or 

beach 

The family spent the 
weekend at the 

_______ by the lake. 

cough (verb) expel air from the lungs with a 
sudden sharp sound 

The smoke from the 
campfire might make 

me _____ if it blows in 
my direction. 

country (noun) a political state or nation On our next vacation, 
we are going to visit the 

______ of Brazil. 

deadline (noun) a date or time before which 
something must be done 

The ________ for my 
presentation is this 

Friday. 

dessert (noun) the sweet course eaten at the 
end of a meal 

Grandma made a 
chocolate cake for 

_______. 

destiny (noun) fate It was _______ when I 
met my best friend in 

kindergarten. 

dire (adjective) (of a situation or event) 
extremely serious or urgent 

The firefighters faced 
____ consequences by 

not wearing their 
protective gear. 

disobey (verb) failure to follow rules or 
directions 

The soldier _________ 
the general's orders. 

dispatch (verb) send off to a destination or for 
a purpose 

The operator will 
________ the tow truck 

to help us. 

dispute (noun) a disagreement, argument, or 
debate 

The two players had a 
dispute about whether 

or not the ball went over 
the goal line. 

Earth (noun) the planet on which we live; 
the world 

The moon orbits the 
_____. 

elderly (adjective) advanced in years I visit with ______ 
people when I volunteer 

at the nursing home. 

estate (noun) the sum of all property and 
debts that someone leaves 

behind when they die 

I inherited one million 
dollars from my 

grandfather's ______. 

family (noun) a group of people related to 
one another by blood or 

marriage 

Sarah is part of a large 
_______. 

favorite (adjective) preferred before all others of 
the same kind 

The boy's ________ 
color is blue. 



Illinois Fingerspelling Bee 2018 
List A (5-6 grade) 

 

flexible (adjective) bending easily without 
breaking 

The ________ 
branches swayed in the 

strong wind. 

furnish (verb) to add necessary and 
decorative items to a room 

The buyers will have to 
________ the entire 

house before they can 
move in. 

guess (verb) estimate or suppose 
(something) without sufficient 

information to be sure of 
being correct 

He didn't know the 
answer to the question, 

so he decided to 
______. 

happen (verb) take place; occur What do you think will 
______ when the 

chemicals are mixed 
together? 

honest (adjective) good and truthful : not lying, 
stealing, or cheating 

The mother asked for 
an _______ answer 

from her son. 

important (adjective) of great significance or value An _________ part of 
being healthy is getting 

enough exercise. 

invest (verb) to put (money) to use, by 
purchase or expenditure, in 
something offering potential 

profitable returns, as interest, 
income, or appreciation in 

value 

The banker suggested 
that the couple _____ 

their money into stocks 
and bonds. 

janitor (noun) someone who keeps an 
apartment, office, or other 

building clean and who makes 
minor repairs 

Each night the _______ 
empties the garbage 
cans in our school. 

kitchen (noun) a room or area where food is 
prepared and cooked 

Mom said that I have to 
help her clean the 

________ before we 
make dinner. 

knitting (verb) to make something (such as 
clothing) from yarn either by 

hand using long needles or by 
machine 

Grandma enjoys 
________ hats and 
scarves to give as 
holiday presents. 

lantern (noun) a portable lamp We should pack a 
_______ for our 

camping trip. 

laughter (noun) an expression or appearance 
of merriment or amusement 

The baby's ________ 
made us all smile. 



Illinois Fingerspelling Bee 2018 
List A (5-6 grade) 

 

laundry (noun) a group of clothing or 
household linens to be 

washed 

My least favorite chore 
is doing the _______. 

libraries (plural noun) buildings or rooms containing 
collections of books, 

periodicals, and sometimes 
films and recorded music for 
people to read, borrow, or 

refer to 

Area _________ offer 
story programs for 
children of all ages. 

liquid (noun) an extremely fluid substance 
that flows freely like water 

The ice turned to 
______ when it melted 

in the sun. 

loophole (noun) an inexactness (especially 
one in a law or contract) that 
makes it possible to escape a 

difficulty or obligation 

She took advantage of 
the ________ in the tax 

law. 

mansion (noun) a home that is impressive due 
to its size 

After winning the 
lottery, the family 

moved into a _______. 

manual (adjective) of or done with the hands The class began 
learning sign language 

by practicing the 
_______ alphabet. 

massive (adjective) weighty; heavy The ________ rock 
rolled down the hill and 

crushed the car. 

merely (adverb) barely, only, simply Are you certain that you 
lost your book, or did 
you ______ misplace 

it? 

message (noun) a verbal, written, or recorded 
communication sent to or left 
for a recipient who cannot be 

contacted directly 

The banker was not in 
his office, so I left him a 

_______. 

monkeys (plural noun) primates that are smaller than 
apes and have longer tails 

My favorite animals to 
see at the zoo are the 

_______. 

neither (pronoun) not the one nor the other of 
two people or things 

Tom didn't go, and 
_______ did Mary. 

nifty (adjective) handy A calculator is a _____ 
tool to use on a math 

test. 

nitpick (verb) to engage in usually 
unjustified criticism 

In your rough draft, 
there is no need to 



Illinois Fingerspelling Bee 2018 
List A (5-6 grade) 

 

______ over spelling 
and grammar. 

nonsense (noun) words or language that have 
no meaning 

The confused man was 
talking ________. 

numeral (noun) a figure, symbol, or group of 
these denoting a number 

The ________ 3 was 
on the back of the 

player's jersey. 

observe (verb) notice or perceive 
(something) and register it as 

being significant 

Our class was able to 
_______ the solar 
eclipse in August. 

passage (noun) a brief section of written work 
or speech that is mentioned 

by itself as noteworthy or 
relevant 

The reading _______ 
on the test was very 

difficult. 

pioneer (noun) a person who is among the 
first to explore or settle a new 

country or area 

We read about a 
______ who was one of 

the first settlers in 
Montana. 

polling (verb) recording the opinion or vote 
of 

The principal is 
_______ the teachers 
to find out when they 

wanted to have the fall 
party. 

portable (adjective) light enough to be carried Newer computers, such 
as laptops and 

Chromebooks, are 
smaller and more 

________. 

pottery (noun) an article made of fired clay Our art teacher helped 
us make _______ for 

Mother's Day. 

pouring (verb) causing or allowing something 
to flow in a steady stream 

Susan was angry at her 
brother for _______ her 

juice down the sink. 

product (noun) an article or substance that is 
manufactured or refined for 

sale 

They advertised a new 
_______ on TV. 

promote (verb) to move forward in station, 
rank, or honor 

The manager will 
_______ the employee 
who does the best job. 

question (noun) a sentence worded or 
expressed so as to elicit 

information 

If you do not know what 
to do on this 

assignment, make sure 
you ask a _________. 
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scheme (noun) a clever and often dishonest 
plan to do or get something 

When the police arrived 
at the jewelry store, the 
thief had to abandon his 

______ to steal the 
diamonds. 

slight (adjective) small in degree; 
inconsiderable 

There is a ______ 
breeze today. 

smirk (verb) to smile in a false way or as if 
pleased with yourself 

I saw John _____ when 
he turned his homework 

in late without being 
caught. 

square (noun) a rectangle with all four sides 
equal 

A ______ has four right 
angles. 

squirrel (noun) an agile tree-dwelling rodent 
with a bushy tail, typically 
feeding on nuts and seeds 

My dog chased the 
brown ________ up the 

tree again. 

straight (adjective) extending or moving uniformly 
in one direction only; without 

a curve or bend 

The artist drew a 
________ line as he put 
the finishing touches on 

his piece. 

student (noun) a person who attends a 
school, college, or university 

When the _______ 
arrived at school, she 

hung up her backpack. 

studio (noun) a place to study various 
performing arts such as 

dancing, singing, or acting 

Every Saturday I go to 
the ______ to take 

dance lessons. 

subtracting (verb) taking away an amount from a 
total 

My teacher is 
____________ the 

days until the end of the 
school year. 

suitcase (noun) a usually rectangular piece of 
luggage especially for 
carrying clothes while 

traveling 

When I flew to visit my 
mother, the airline lost 

my ________. 

surprise (noun) an unexpected or astonishing 
event, fact, or thing 

It was quite a ________ 
when the teacher 
cancelled class. 

teaspoon (noun) a small tool consisting of an 
oval or round shallow bowl 
with a handle and used for 

stirring a drink or as a unit of 
measure 

The recipe calls for one 
________ of vanilla. 

thousand (number) the number equivalent to the 
product of a hundred and ten 

There were three 
_______ fans in 
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attendance at the 
game. 

thunderbolt (noun) a flash of lightning along with 
a loud, distant rolling sound 

During the storm, the 
__________ frightened 

the dogs. 

timidly (adverb) in a way that is not brave or 
courageous 

She _______ asked an 
older student to be 

quiet. 

trance (noun) a dazed or bewildered 
condition. 

My family was in a 
______ after seeing the 

3D movie. 

twine (noun) a strong string made by 
twisting two or more strands 

together 

Bill used _____ to keep 
the straw from falling 
out of his scarecrow. 

umbrella (noun) a small portable covering that 
provides protection against 

the weather 

My friend handed me 
her ________ when I 
walked out in the rain. 

underneath (preposition) situated directly below 
(something else) 

The dog laid 
___________ the table 

while chewing on its 
bone. 

understand (verb) perceive the intended 
meaning 

I do not __________ 
your question. 

useful (adjective) helpful or beneficial The internet is ______ 
for finding information 

quickly. 

Wednesday (noun) the day of the week after 
Tuesday and before Thursday 

The field trip was 
moved to _________ 
since it was raining on 

Tuesday. 

window (noun) an opening in the wall or roof 
of a building or vehicle that is 

fitted with glass or other 
transparent material in a 

frame to admit light or air and 
allow people to see out 

The girl looked out the 
______ at the animals 

playing in the field. 

without (preposition) in the absence of Don't leave home 
_______ your bookbag. 

wonderful (adjective) unusually good, interesting, 
amusing, or lovely 

We had a _________ 
time at the party. 
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addition (noun) the process or skill of 
calculating the total of two 
or more numbers or 
amounts 

The class completed the 
__________ worksheet for 
their math homework. 

amount (noun) a quantity of something We need a large _______ 
of flour for the recipe. 

available (adjective) free and able to do 
something at a particular 
time 

Are you ________ to help 
at the fundraiser? 

cemetery (noun) a place set apart for graves 
or tombs 

On Memorial Day, the 
workers at the 
____________ will put 
flags on the veterans' 
graves. 

clause (noun) a group of words in a 
sentence that has its own 
subject and verb 

There is only one 
_________ in this 
sentence. 

disappear (verb) to cease to be seen When the sun comes out, 
the snow will _________. 

dowdy (adjective) old-fashioned; out of date The couple threw the 
_______ old couch out on 
the curb. 

fatigue (noun) weariness from exertion The ___________ from not 
sleeping caught up to him.  

funnel (noun) a tool shaped like a hollow 
cone with a tube extending 
from the point that is used 
to direct the flow of liquid 

Grandma used the 
_________ to pour the milk 
into the bottle. 

gallant (adjective) brave, dashing and 
chivalrous 

He was such a _______ 
gentleman. 

gravely (adverb) seriously The soldier was _______ 
injured in the bombing. 

hiccups (plural 
noun) 

sounds in your throat 
caused by sudden, 
involuntary movements of 
your chest muscles 

If you have the _______, 
drink water to make them 
go away. 

hooves (plural 
noun) 

curved, hard coverings that 
protect the feet of an animal 
(such as a horse or goat) 

I heard the horses' 
________ on the 
pavement. 

indicate (verb) to point at The map will ________ 
where the treasure is 
buried. 

journal (noun) a daily record of news and 
events of a personal nature; 
a diary 

Every evening, he wrote his 
thoughts about the day in 
his ________. 
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judge (verb) form an opinion or 
conclusion about 

Don't _____ other people 
when you don't know the 
whole story. 

lodging (noun) a temporary place to stay We need to arrange for 
________ for next 
weekend's trip. 

mountain (noun) a high landmass rising to 
form several peaks 

The view of the 
___________ was 
breathtaking. 

performance (noun) a public presentation (as of 
a dramatic work) 

The chorus' ___________ 
was outstanding. 

portions (plural 
noun) 

parts of a whole Divide the snacks into 
individual ________ and 
give it to the kids. 

shallow (adjective) of little depth The young boy swam in the 
________ end of the pool. 

specific (adjective) falling into a precisely stated 
category 

The students in the class 
were each given a 
________ topic to 
research. 

veins (plural 
noun) 

tubes that carry blood from 
different parts of your body 
to your heart 

She was so angry that the 
_____ in her neck bulged. 

voyage (noun) a journey by water; cruise This summer, we are going 
to take a ________ on a 
cruise ship. 

whistling (verb) making clear sounds by 
blowing air through pursed 
lips 

The construction worker 
was _________ as he 
worked on the new house. 
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annual (adjective) occurring, appearing, made or 
done every year or once a year 

The ______ 5K race will 
be held next Saturday. 

applause (noun) approval publicly expressed (such 
as with clapping hands) 

The mayor's speech was 
met with roaring 

________. 

armadillo (noun) a burrowing nocturnal mammal 
with a bony shell shielding its head 

and body 

The outer shell of the 
__________ is for 

protection against prey. 

auction (noun) a public sale of property to the 
person who pays the most 

The school held a 
fundraising ________ for 

the soccer team. 

bargain (noun) something whose value to the 
purchaser is greater than its cost 

She found a great 
_______ when shopping 

for new shoes. 

beckon (verb) to appear inviting; attract The older girl held out 
her hand to ______ the 

toddler to come with her. 

bemused (adjective) having or showing feelings of wry 
entertainment especially from 
something that is surprising or 

perplexing 

When reading, the 
librarian usually wore a 

________ expression on 
her face. 

biology (noun) the science of life Her sister is studying 
_________ in college. 

blurred (adjective) characterized by dimness, 
indistinctness or obscurity 

The fog and rain caused 
her view to be 

____________. 

botany (noun) the branch of science dealing with 
plants 

Our first science unit is a 
study of plants, also 
known as _______. 

bushel (noun) a unit of dry measure used in the 
U.S. 

At the orchard, we picked 
a _______ of apples. 

canteen (noun) a small container used especially 
by soldiers and hikers for 

carryingwater or other liquids 

The campers were thirsty 
because they left the 

______ in the car. 

caterpillar (noun) the larvae of a butterfly or moth 
that is long and looks like a worm 

with legs 

The dog watched the 
__________ slowly move 

across the leaf. 

cathedral (noun) a church that was once a bishop's 
church 

When we go to France, I 
want to visit the 

_________ known as 
Notre Dame de Paris. 
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classical (adjective) of or relating to the classics of 
literature or art 

The senior citizens often 
enjoyed listening to 
__________ music. 

clients (plural 
noun) 

patrons, customers The hairdresser asked 
her ________ to sit down 
while they waited for their 

appointments. 

climate (noun) the weather conditions prevailing in 
an area in general or over a long 

period. 

The _______ of that 
region was better for 

plants to grow. 

clodhoppers (plural 
noun) 

large, heavy shoes After getting home from 
work, he took off his 

__________ and flopped 
in a chair. 

concise (adjective) expressed using few words and 
without unnecessary detail 

Give a ______ 
description of the car 

accident. 

contestants (plural 
noun) 

persons who participate in a 
competition 

Good luck to all of the 
___________ in the 

race! 

creation (noun) an original work of art or of the 
imagination 

The artist looked over his 
________ for flaws. 

cucumber (noun) a long, green-skinned fruit with 
watery flesh, usually eaten raw in 

salads or pickled 

The chef diced up a 
________ for the salad. 

culture (noun) the behaviors and beliefs 
characteristic of a particular social, 

ethnic,or age group 

Many interpreters take a 
class on Deaf _______ 
as part of their training. 

cupboard (noun) a closet with shelves to receive 
cups, dishes, or food 

Reaching into the 
________, the cook took 

out the ingredients for 
the pie. 

cushion (noun) a pillow or pad stuffed with a mass 
of soft material, used as a 

comfortable support for sitting or 
leaning on 

Put that _______ on the 
couch. 

dandruff (noun) small white flakes that form on and 
shed from skin, especially from the 

scalp 

The _______ made her 
head itch. 

daunted (verb) made (someone) afraid; 
intimidated 

Older people often feel 
______ by technology. 
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decade (noun) a period of ten years He taught at the school 
for a decade. 

delicate (adjective) easily damaged, broken, or hurt The thin china teacups 
are quite ________ and 

will break easily. 

deposit (verb) to place for safekeeping, especially 
in a bank account 

Susan will _______ the 
money she earned from 

babysitting in her savings 
account. 

describe (verb) give an account in words of 
(someone or something), including 

all the relevant characteristics, 
qualities, or events 

Please ________ to the 
class what you did for 

your science fair project. 

digestive (adjective) relating to the action or process of 
converting (food) into a form that 

can be absorbed 

The doctor explained that 
she has a problem with 
her _________ tract. 

dignified (adjective) showing or expressing formality, 
seriousness and self-confidence in 
appearance, manner, or language 

The queen carried 
herself in a very 

________ manner. 

diligent (adjective) characterized by steady, earnest, 
attentive and energetic effort 

The team was ________ 
as they studied the 

words for the spelling 
bee. 

dimension (noun) measurement in a single line (as 
length, height, or width) 

She carefully measured 
each _________ of the 

room. 

director (noun) a person who is in charge of an 
activity, department, or 

organization 

Who's your favorite 
movie ________? 

discreetly (adverb) in a tactful manner The waitress 
__________ cleaned up 

the spilled water. 

disturbed (verb) interfered with the normal 
arrangement or functioning of 

The thunderstorm 
_________ my sleep. 

dumbwaiter (noun) a small elevator used for carrying 
food and dishes or small goods 
from one floor of a building to 

another 

There was a 
__________ in the 

pantry of the old house, 
but it was no longer 

used. 

engineering (noun) the science that applies the 
properties of matter and energy to 

create machines and structures 

Jake is studying 
aerospace 

___________. 
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esteem (noun) approval and respect often blended 
with great liking because of worthy 

qualities 

The class held their 
teacher in high ______. 

extreme (adjective) very severe or serious Suspending the student 
was an _______ 

punishment for his 
behavior. 

failure (noun) lack of success His effort ended in 
_______. 

falter (verb) start to lose strength or momentum Linda felt her resolve 
begin to ______ as she 
stepped to the stage. 

farfetched (adjective) not easily or naturally reached by 
logic or reason 

Her excuse sounded 
very ____________. 

fervently (adverb) in a manner characterized by often 
deep intensity of feeling or 

expression 

The Cubs fans 
_________ cheered for 
their team in the ninth 

inning. 

forfeit (verb) to lose the right to something 
because of error, fault, offense or 

crime 

If the team doesn't show 
up, they will _______ the 

game. 

fortune (noun) good luck; success The teacher couldn't 
believe her good 

_______ when the rain 
stopped right before 

recess. 

gnarled (adjective) warped or twisted with or as if with 
knots 

The old woman's 
_______ hands made it 
difficult for her to write. 

gourd (noun) a fruit that is hard-shelled, inedible, 
and used often for decoration, and 

that comes from a vine 

We only harvested one 
_____ from the many 

vines that grew. 

gymnastics (plural 
noun) 

systematic physical exercises 
along with performance on 

apparatus (as rings or bars) that 
are designed to promote strength, 
flexibility, agility, coordination and 

body control 

Her favorite activity in 
__________ is the 

uneven parallel bars. 

hangar (noun) a covered and usually enclosed 
area or large shed for housing and 

repairing aircraft (such as 
airplanes) 

The airplane radioed 
ahead before taxiing into 

the _______. 
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harness (noun) a set of straps and fittings by which 
a horse or other draft animal is 

fastened to a cart, plow, etc., and 
is controlled by its drive 

The horse was wearing a 
brand new _______ for 

the parade. 

heredity (noun) qualities and traits someone gets 
from ancestors 

Does a child's musical 
talent depend on 

heredity? 

income (noun) money received, especially on a 
regular basis, for work or through 

investments 

Do you have enough 
_______ to afford a new 

car? 

indifference (noun) an attitude that something does not 
matter one way or another 

These problems are a 
result of ____________. 

initials (plural 
noun) 

the first letters of each word in a 
person's name 

They carved their 
_______ in the tree 

trunk. 

inlet (noun) a narrow strip of water running in 
the land or between islands 

The boys went fishing in 
the quiet _____ along the 

coast. 

innocent (adjective) free from legal guilt or responsibility 
for wrongdoing or failure 

The jury declared that 
the man was ________. 

invisible (adjective) not able to be seen With the telescope we 
can see details of the 

planet's surface that are 
ordinarily ___________. 

linen (noun) a strong cloth made of flax noted 
for its strength and coolness but 

wrinkles easily 

The tablecloth was made 
from ______. 

lounge (verb) to stand, sit or recline lazily; loaf The teenager liked to 
_______ around instead 

of doing her chores. 

marooned (verb) put ashore on a desolate island or 
coast and left to one's fate 

Because of the problems 
with the boat engine, the 
group was ________ on 

the island. 

microscope (noun) an instrument used for looking at 
very small objects so that they 

appear larger 

One of the scientists' 
most important tools is 

the __________. 

mildew (noun) a whitish growth produced on 
organic matter and on plants by 

fungi 

The basement's damp 
walls were covered in 

______. 
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moisture (noun) a small amount of liquid dispersed 
in air and appearing as fog or 
condensed as a dew on a cool 

surface 

These flowers grow best 
with ________ and 

shade. 

naturalist (noun) someone who studies the physical 
world and everything in it, such as 

plants and animals 

The __________ went 
on an African safari to 

study the habits of 
zebras. 

nonviolent (adjective) not done with the use of physical 
force; peaceful 

The people participated 
in __________ protests 

over the conviction. 

opinionated (adjective) firmly sticking to one's own view or 
belief; obstinate 

The professor was very 
__________ and argued 

with the student. 

pensive (adjective) absorbed or engrossed in or given 
to sober thoughtfulness 

He looked ______ as he 
thought about the 

problem. 

perimeter (noun) the boundary of a shape or area We need a fence built 
around the __________ 

of the yard. 

pitiful (adjective) deserving or giving rise to 
compassion 

The dog looked _______ 
after spending the entire 
night outside in the rain. 

pleasant (adjective) giving a sense of happy 
satisfaction or enjoyment 

The nice weather and the 
beautiful sunset made for 

a very ________ 
evening. 

plundered (past tense 
verb) 

taken by robbery, theft, or fraud The pirates ________ 
the town when they 

arrived. 

poisonous (adjective) having the qualities or effects of a 
substance that, in the right 

amounts, can harm or kill a living 
thing 

Be careful you don't eat 
a ____________ plant. 

presume (verb) to take for granted, assume, or 
suppose 

I ______ you're tired 
after your drive. 

priority (noun) something that is more important 
than other things and need to be 

dealt with first 

Mom said that my top 
________ should be 
getting my homework 

done. 

quality (noun) a special or distinguishing attribute; 
characteristic 

His most noticable 
____________ is 

kindness. 
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quashed (past tense 
verb) 

put an end to The military _______ the 
revolt within a matter of 

hours. 

ravine (noun) a small narrow steep-sided valley 
that is usually worn down by 
running water; gorge; gulch 

The hiker fell into the 
_______ and broke his 

leg. 

reveal (verb) cause or allow (something) to be 
seen 

The clouds were 
breaking up to ______ a 

clear blue sky. 

rustic (adjective) constructed or made in a plain and 
simple fashion 

The ______ barn was 
the perfect subject for his 

painting. 

saucepan (noun) a deep cooking utensil with a long 
handle for stewing or boiling 

Dad poured the water 
into the _________ 

before putting it on the 
stove. 

sediment (noun) material or a mass of material 
deposited (as by water, wind or 

glaciers) 

The _________ at the 
bottom of the river 

caused problems for the 
fish. 

settee (noun) a medium-sized sofa with arms and 
a back 

They moved the 
_______ into the small 

living room. 

shrimp (noun) a small shellfish that has a long 
body and legs and that is eaten as 

food 

His favorite dish at the 
restaurant is fried 

______. 

terrier (noun) a type of small dog now mainly 
kept as a pet but originally used for 

hunting 

We chose to adopt the 
small, black ______ from 

the pound. 

thicket (noun) a dense growth of shrubbery or 
small trees 

The deer family felt safe 
from the hunters while 

hiding in the ________. 

tightrope (noun) a tightly stretched cord or wire on 
which acrobats perform 

The circus performer 
carefully moved one step 

at a time across the 
_________. 

tortoise (noun) a turtle- used especially of land-
dwelling turtles 

I heard that there is a 
________ that lived to 

125 years old. 

tremendous (adjective) astonishing due to extreme size, 
power, greatness or excellence 

The doctor felt 
___________ guilt when 

the patient died. 
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unappealing (adjective) lacking interest or charm; plain The plain cheese 
sandwich was very 

__________. 

unbearable (adjective) not able to be endured The camper walked 
through a patch of poison 
ivy, and the itching was 

__________. 

varsity (noun) the main team representing a 
school or club in a sport or other 

competition 

John was so talented, he 
played for the ________ 

team as a freshman. 

vertical (adjective) perpendicular to the plane of the 
horizon or to a primary axis; upright 

Draw a ________ line on 
your paper. 

vinegar (noun) a sour liquid used as a condiment 
or a preservative and is often 

seasoned especially with herbs 

_________ is often used 
as a cleaner as well as in 

cooking. 

vocabulary (noun) the whole amount of words used 
by a language, group, or individual 

The young girl's 
__________ grew after 

her mother started 
reading to her. 

wavelength (noun) the distance between successive 
crests of a wave, especially points 

in a sound wave or 
electromagnetic wave 

The human eye cannot 
detect every __________ 

of light produced. 

wistfully (adverb) in a thoughtfully sad or mournful 
manner 

The kitten gazed 
_________ at the 

butterfly on the other side 
of the window. 

worthwhile (adjective) useful, important, or helpful enough 
to be a suitable reward for the 

money or time spent or the effort 
made 

The money is for a 
__________ cause. 
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action (noun) the fact or process of doing something Every ______ has a 

consequence. 

behavior (noun) the way in which one acts or conducts oneself The toddler's poor 

_________ caused a 

ruckus at the funeral. 

calendar (noun) a chart or series of pages showing the days, 

weeks, and months of a particular year 

Check your _________ 

and see if you are free on 

Friday. 

collision (noun) the action or an instance of two or more things 

striking forcefully together typically by accident 

There was glass all over 

the road following the 

_________. 

critic (noun) a person who expresses an unfavorable opinion 

of something 

He is a book ______ for 

the local newspaper. 

detail (noun) an individual feature, fact, or item Tell me one _______ from 

the story. 

education (noun) the process of receiving or giving systematic 

instruction, especially at a school or university 

It takes a lot of money to 

continue your ________. 

eruption (noun) the sudden occurrence of a violent discharge of 

steam and volcanic material 

The volcanic ________ 

shook the whole town. 

faulty (adjective) working badly or unreliably because of 

imperfections 

The ______ wire caused 

the car to stall. 

Holocaust (noun) the mass slaughter of European civilians and 

especially Jews by the Nazis during World War II 

During the ________, 

many Jewish people were 

killed. 

Honolulu (geographic 

entry) 

the most populous city, port and capital of 

Hawaii 

During our vacation to 

Hawaii, we visited 

________. 

humility (noun) a modest or low view of one's own importance; 

humbleness 

Faruq accepted the honor 

with _________. 

hygiene (noun) conditions or practices (as of cleanliness) 

necessary for health 

The health teacher 

lectured the teens to 

practice good _______. 
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insulin (noun) a protein pancreatic hormone that is essential 

especially for the metabolism of carbohydrates 

and which is used in the treatment and control 

of diabetes 

He is diabetic, so he must 

inject _______ every time 

he eats. 

lawyer (noun) A lawyer is a professional who is trained to give 

legal advice and represent others in legal 

matters 

The _______ advised his 

client to plead "not 

guilty". 

Mandarin (noun) the main dialect of Chinese spoken in China She can speak ________ 

fluently. 

marvelous (adjective) notably superior; excellent That is a _________ idea! 

mayor (noun) the elected head of a city or town Our town just elected a 

new _____. 

mislead (verb) cause (someone) to have a wrong idea or 

impression about someone or something 

The criminal worked to 

_______ his victim. 

patient (adjective) able to accept or tolerate delays, problems, or 

suffering without becoming annoyed or anxious 

Please be _______ while 

the road construction is 

going on. 

remarkable (adjective) worthy of attention; striking The artist's new painting 

is __________. 

route (noun) a way or course taken in getting from a starting 

point to a destination 

Which ______ shall we 

take to Chicago? 

sentence (noun) a group of words that makes a statement, asks a 

question, or expresses a command, wish, or 

exclamation 

What does this _______ 

mean? 

voluntary (adjective) done, given, or acting of one's own free will Attendance at the 

meeting is _________. 

weakness (noun) the state or condition of lacking strength Amy has a _________ for 

chocolate. 

 


